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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 

FIRST & SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

 

RE:  CRIMINAL & CIVIL MATTERS BEFORE JUDGE PETERSON 

 

 

GUIDELINES FOR REMOTE HEARINGS 

(Updated: May 21, 2020) 

 

Upon agreement of the parties, the Court will conduct proceedings using an e-platform.               

The Court will allow access only to attorneys of record and persons identified prior to the                 

proceeding.  

 When scheduling a hearing using an e-platform, counsel for each party should provide an 

email address and contact number for counsel of record appearing on behalf of their 

respective party, any witnesses and/or other persons observing the proceedings online. This 

information should be provided in advance of the proceedings so that they will receive a 

secure link to the hearing.   

 Pursuant to the Emergency Administrative Order-6 of the Supreme Court and due to the 

COVID-19 healthcare emergency, witnesses may be sworn remotely. Witnesses will be 

allowed into the proceeding by video as they are needed to testify.  

 Attorneys, who are involved in the proceeding, are required to open their video feed when 

addressing the Court, but are permitted to mute their video when they are not addressing 

the Court. Prior approval from the Court is required to proceed by audio only.  

 Any persons observing the proceeding should mute their visual feed at all times to reduce 

distractions for the Court while conducting the proceeding.   

 All witnesses are required to have video access capability if they intend to present 

testimony to the Court unless they have been provided approval by the Court to allow audio 

access only.  
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 All microphones should remain on mute unless instructed by the Court to open the mic. 

Persons addressing the Court should refrain from eating or chewing gum while their video 

feed is open.  

 The Court Reporter will be making a record of the proceedings and the Court Reporters’ 

transcript is the official record of the proceeding for appeal or other official purposes for 

which a record may be required.  

 If the parties intend to admit any exhibits, they should be pre-marked and forwarded to the 

Court Reporter and the Judge's Law Clerk in advance and marked for identification 

purposes only. A list of pre-marked exhibits should be forwarded as well for the 

convenience of the Judge, Court Reporter and parties.  

Inasmuch as stated by Emergency Administrative Orders -7 and -11, which temporarily 

suspended Rule 1.8 of the Mississippi Rules of Criminal Procedure, plea hearings/felony 

sentencing and revocation proceedings may be conducted using audiovisual devices. A waiver 

of in court appearance must be completed and filed on MEC prior to the scheduled proceeding. 

 

 

  



 

 

IN CIRCUIT COURT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 

 FIRST/SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

 

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI             PLAINTIFF 

VS.           CASE NO.  _____________ 

___________________________                  DEFENDANT 

  

WAIVER OF IN COURT APPEARANCE 

 

In accordance with Emergency Administrative Order-7 from the Mississippi Supreme Court, 

I hereby waive my personal, in court appearance in the case listed above for the [plea / motion hearing/ 

probation violation hearing / felony sentencing] scheduled for _________________, 2020 at 

_____________. 

 

I hereby enter this waiver with the acknowledgment and understanding of the following: 

 

1) I have maintained contact with my attorney. I understand the nature of the proceeding that 

will be held on the date listed above and have discussed with my attorney any questions I have 

about the proceeding. 

 

2) This waiver is effective only for the proceeding noted above.  

 

3) I will be required to appear and participate by use of interactive audiovisual equipment. 

 

I have read the above conditions of my waiver of appearance and have discussed these conditions 

with my attorney. I understand these conditions and I am not under the influence of drugs or alcohol. 

I enter this waiver with the understanding that my personal, in court appearance is unnecessary for 

this proceeding. No one has forced or threatened me to enter this waiver, and I am entering this waiver 

freely and voluntarily. This waiver is signed the _____ day of _______________, 2020. 

 
______________________________ 
DEFENDANT 

 

I hereby certify that I am counsel for the Defendant and that I have informed the Defendant 

of the nature of this waiver and the proceedings that shall be held on the day for which the Defendant 

is waiving his personal presence. I believe the Defendant understands this waiver and the 

requirements that he maintain contact with me and appear at all future proceedings. I believe the 

Defendant is entering this waiver freely and voluntarily and with a full and complete understanding 

of his responsibilities. 

 

________________________________ 

Counsel for the DEFENDANT 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 


