
Standard Civil Jury Instructions  

 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF 
HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI  

JURY INSTRUCTION NO. _______  

   You, as jurors, are the sole judges of the credibility of the witnesses and the weight their 
testimony deserves.  

   You should carefully scrutinize all the testimony given, the circumstances under which 
each witness has testified, and every matter in evidence which tends to show whether a 
witness is worthy of belief. Consider each witness' intelligence, state of mind, demeanor 
and manner while on the stand. Consider the witness' ability to observe the matters as to 
which he or she has testified, and whether he or she impresses you as having an accurate 
recollection of these matters. Consider the extent to which it is contradicted by other 
evidence in the case. Inconsistencies or discrepancies in the testimony of a witness, or 
between the testimony of different witnesses, may or may not cause the jury to discredit 
such testimony. Two or more persons witnessing an incident or a transaction may see or 
hear it differently; and innocent misrecollection, like failure of recollection, is not an 
uncommon experience. In weighing the effect of a discrepancy, always consider whether it 
pertains to a matter of importance or an unimportant detail, and whether the discrepancy 
results from innocent error or intentional falsehood. After making your own judgment, you 
will give the testimony of each witness such credibility, if any, as you may think it 
deserves.  

 
 


